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Houser or REPRESENTATIVES, 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, February 19, 1957. 

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman of the 
committee, presiding. 

The Cuatrman. Let the committee come to order. 

A quorum is present. 

Members of the committee, I want to call your attention to the fact 
that H. R. 1056, a bill reported out by the committee a few days ago, 
will be up for consideration by the House, either tomorrow or 
Thursday. 

After examining the bill and talking with various people that are 
deeply concerned about this legislation, including the bet an I think 
it is highly necessary that the committee offer an amendment. The 
purpose of the amendment is merely to make it positive and clear 
that Wherry houses will not be classified as substandard houses under 
the bill. The amendment that I ask the committee to offer as a com- 
mittee amendment is: 

Sec. 6. This Act shall have no application to any housing financed with 
mortgages insured under the provisions of title VIII of the National Housing 
Act as in effect prior to the enactment of the House amendment of 1955. 

Now, the House amendments of 1955 dealt with what is known as 
the Capehart houses. So the effect of this amendment is to let the 
Wherry house people know that those houses are not to be classified 
as substandard houses under the authority of this bill, H. R. 1056. 

Without objection, the amendment 

Mr. Devereux. Mr. Chairman? 

The Cuarman. Mr. Devereux. 

Mr. Devereux. Wherry houses are not public quarters. 

The Cuairman. I know, but they are going to be bought. 

Under the law they have to be bought where you built the Capehart 
houses. Therefore, they will be fed into the housing program as fast 
as we construct the Capehart housing. 

So this amendment is highly important. The speaker asked that 
this matter be considered by the committee. And after studying 
it and going over the proposition with the Wherry people, I think 
we should go on record by an amendment to the effect that it is not— 
and the report also states it never was—the intention that the Wherry 
houses be classified as substandard. 

Mr. Rivers. Despite the fact they are not entirely satisfactory. 

The Cuarrman. That is right. 
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Notwithstanding the fact that they do not meet every standard of 
the military departments. 

Mr. Rivers. That is right. 

The CHatrman. They are not to be so classified. Without objec- 
tion, the amendment is agreed to, and tomorrow Mr. Bennett on be- 
half of the committee will offer the amendment. 

Now, members of the committee, a very important bill has been 
introduced by our distinguished colleague, Mr. Doyle, 1108, Navy 
discharges, a matter to which he has given considerable thought and 
study. 

And he made a statement on the floor of the House in regard to it 
yesterday. And I am asking that that bill be referred to a special 
subcommittee. I am appointing as a subcommittee to handle that 
bill Mr. Doyle, chairman, Mr. Huddleston and Mr. Kitchin, Mr. Bray, 
and Mr. Gubser. 

They will take charge of that bill and make an investigation and 
report back to the full committee. 

Now, the main purpose of the committee meeting this morning is 
to have a report from our subcommittees. ; 

Mr. Brooks, has your subcommittee any report ? 

Mr. Brooxs. No, Mr. Chairman, they have no final report yet. 

The Cuamman. Mr. Kilday, any report from Subcommittee No. 2? 

Mr. Kirpay. Yes, Mr. Chairman, we have one bill, H. R. 2460, a 
committee print. 

This is a bill to improve the career opportunities of nurses and 
medical specialists of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. It applies 
only to regular officers in the Army and Air Force, and all active offi- 
cers in the Nurse and Medical Service Corps of the Navy. 

The main points of the bill are as follows: 

1. Increases from captain to major (lieutenant commander) the 
permanent grade to which the average nurse or medical specialist may 
expect to attain during a full military career. 

2. Increases the number of regular officers authorized to serve as 
permanent-grade lieutenant colonels and establishes the permanent 
grade of colonel for Army nurses and medical specialists. Here- 
after, five Regular Army officers may serve as nurses in the grade of 
colonel. None are authorized today. In addition, 107 officers may 
serve in the grade of lieutenant colonel; today only 33 regulars may 
serve as permanent lieutenant colonels in the Nurse Corps. A similar 
provision has been inserted for Air Force nurses. In addition, in the 
Army and Air Force, one medical specialist may serve in each corps 
as a permanent medical specialist colonel, and 20 may serve in each 
corps as permanent lieutenant colonels. 

Likewise, the proposed legislation authorizes 4 Navy nurses to 
serve as captains and 105 to serve as commanders; today no nurses in 
the Navy may aspire to the grade of captain, and only 34 may aspire 
to the grade of commander. The chief of nurses will continue to serve 
as a captain. 

3. Establishes a new mandatory retirement system for the Army 
and Air Force, with increased attrition after 25 to 28 years of service. 
Establishes for the Navy a new mandatory retirement system for the 
Army and Air Force, with increased attrition after 25 to 28 years of 
service. 
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Establishes for the Navy a new mandatory retirement system with 
inereased attrition after 20 to 30 years of service and at certain ages. 

4, Broadens the integration authority in the Army and Air Force 
‘for nurses and medical specialists by authorizing initial appointment 
in grade of captain. 

5, Liberalizes the Army and Air Force method of computing retire- 
a pay comparable to the method for other officers (Navy already 

1as this). 

6. Establishes separate promotion lists for nurses and medical spe- 
cialists in the Army. 

T. Establishes 2,500 nurses as the regular nurse strength of the 
Army, and 350 medical specialists as the regular officer medical special- 
ists strength of the Army. 

8. Eliminates the present limitations on the number of persons who 
may serve in the permanent grade of major in the Nurse Corps and 
medical specialists of the Army and Air Force, and in the grade of 
lieutenant commander in the Navy Nurse Corps. 

9. Authorizes the promotion of all nurses and medical specialists 
of the Army and Air Force to the grade of major after 14 years of 
service, if fully qualified. 

10. Allows service prior to December 31, 1947, to be counted for 
promotion-list service in the Army and Air Force, and permits adjust- 
ments to reflect this service among Air Force nurses and specialists. 

11, Changes the composition of selection boards for nurses, medical 
specialists and Medical Service Corps officers to permit representatives 
on the boards of members of their corps or specialties. 

12. Removes the present limitation on the number of officers who 
may serve in the grade of captain in the Medical Service Corps of 
the Navy. 

13. Limits constructive service to 3 years for appointments of first 
lieutenants only, in the Army and Air Force, for nurses and medical 
specialists. (Existing law already permits this.) 

14. Involves a fiscal 1958 cost of $768,000, increasing to $1,982,000 
annually in fiscal 1962. 

Now, there are a number of amendments. Two or three are sub- 
stantial. But I have already outlined what they accomplish. And 
there are a number of technical amendments. I have it here but I 
don’t propose to read them. It was reported favorably by the sub- 
committee. 

The Carman. Any questions by any members of the committee 
to Mr. Kilday on any phase of this bill ? 

Mr. Harpy. Mr. Chairman, I have one question. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Hardy. 

Mr. Harpy. I want to know whether the Army is still adamant 
with respect to the provision of separating any nurses with 18 years 
of service? 

Mr. Kirpay. I believe the gentleman is referring to the 180 Reserve 
nurses who have now been given notice of separation, is that correct? 

Mr. Harpy. That is correct. 

Mr. Kitpay. Well, first I call your attention to the fact that these 
180 are reserve officers. This bill has three titles. Title I refers to 
the Army and covers only Regular officers of the Nurse and Medical 
Specialist Corps, so that this does not in any wise touch any category 
of Reserve officers. 
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There are 180 of these nurses age 55 who will be required under the 
policy announced by the Department of the Army to be separated from 
the service. 

Seventeen will be separated in calendar year 1957, and the remainder 
will be phased out over the next 4 years. 

I agree that the Army is probably being unreasonable in forcing 
this situation at this time. 

It is not germane to the bill that we have brought in because as to 
the Army portion of this bill it refers only to Regular officers and 
does not refer in any wise to Reserve officers, and all 180 nurses whom 
the gentleman is referring to are Reserve officers. 

This matter can be adjusted administratively and I think it should 
be adjusted administratively. 

I don’t see where the Army is faced with any insurmountable prob- 
lem when they have 180 individuals over a period of 4 years, a very 
limited period of time, and a limited number of nurses, and I believe 
they should adjust it administratively and if they do not adjust it 
administratively I think the committee should take another look 
at it. 

But it does not, belong in this bill as it would be subject to a point 
of order, in my opinion. 

The Cuamman. Any further questions, Mr. Hardy? 

Mr. Bray. Mr. Chairman 

The Cuamman. Wait a minute. 

Mr. Hardy ? 

Mr. Harpy. I didn’t mean to imply any suggestion that there should 
be any statutory requirement in this bill with respect to that problem. 
I did think that the committee ought to be aware of the fact that here 
is a bill that we are bringing in that has as a major objective providing 
an incentive to get nurses into the military service, and we have an 
administrative regulation that is forcing 180 Reserve officers off active 
duty at a time when we need nurses so badly. 

And, of course, it is an administrative matter that should be 
handled, but it has a bearing on this legislation, notwithstanding the 
fact that it is not. proper to include it in the bill. 

That is the reason that I brought it wp. I am in favor of the bill, 
but I think that the Congress ought to know that this situation exists, 
and I think the Army ought to be a little more realistic and take appro- 
priate regulatory action. 

Mr. Kitpay. Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuarman. Mr. Kilday. 

Mr. Kirpay. I agree that the gentleman should have brought up 
this question and it ‘should have been discussed in the open sessions of 
the committee. It was discussed at great detail in the subcommittee. 
And there is a good deal of correspondence coming into the committee 
and to me, as chairman of the subcommittee, on this very phase. 

And I think the gentleman has done a real service in having it 
brought out to be explored here at this time, so it will be understood— 
I hope it will be understood— 

The Cuamrman. Yes. 

Mr. Kirpay. I appreciate the fact that persons like these nurses 
about to be separated before attaining retirement are not going to be 
satisfied with the rules of the House not permitting this to be accom- 
plished in this bill, but it is the situation as it exists. 
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The CuairmMan. Mr. Bray. 

Mr. Bray. After this bill becomes law, if it does, what limitations 
are there as to the number or percentage of majors, lieutenant colonels 
and colonels, and of like rank in the Navy ¢ 

Mr. Kizpay. In the N: avy—I will have to ask Mr. Blandford to give 
you that figure. 

Mr. Buanprorp. The present limitation, Mr. Bray, on both tempo- 
rary and permanent lieutenant commander promotions in the Navy, 
because title III deals with both, whereas title I and IT deal only with 
permanent provisions, is 7.5 percent. That has meant that the aver- 
age Navy nurse can only aspire to the grade of lieutenant, that is, she 
can only attain the grade of lieutenant on a qualified basis. 

In other words, from lieutenant on, she goes into the highly com- 
petitive best-fitted method of selection. As a result, we have many 
nurses today who are serving as lieutenants—and that is as high as 
they can get before they retire. 

We are eliminating the restriction on the grade of lieutenant com- 
mander. However, the selection will start, very severe selection will 
start, at the grade of lieutenant commander to commander. 

What we have done in this bill i is increase the rank which the aver- 
age nurse can attain from captain in the Army and Air Force to the 
grade of major, and from lieutenant to heutenant commander in the 
Navy. It is a one-grade increase that the average nurse can now 
look forward to before she retires. 

Mr. Kinpay. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Blandford has now expressed 
the gist of the bill. There are many very technical questions involved. 
Ussentially, it does permit one additional permanent grade. 

The insignia changes in the Army and Air Force are practically 
nil at the beginning, very small in the Army and Air Force, because 
of serving in temporary rank. But, of course, the career is based 
upon rank achieved in the Regular service, and this does create a 
more attractive career. 

Mr. Bray. Then, generally, this is giving the Navy essentially, 
practically, the same advantage that the Army and Air Corps has 
now { 

Mr. BLanprorp. Well, yes, because the Navy—you see, the Navy 
is the only service that has a percentage limitation on their nurses 
with regi ard to temporary promotions. 

The ‘Army and Air Force do not have a percentage limitation. 
However, all promotions are controlled by what we call a “master 
control,” the Officer Grade Limitation Act, which this comimpittas 
wrote. So, none of them can exceed that. 

Mr. Bray. All right. 

The CHAIRMAN. Any further questions ? 

Mr. Osmers. Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrman. Mr. Osmers. 

Mr. Osmers. I would like to ask Mr. Kilday—there are so many 
technical amendments in the subcommittee version—is there any sub- 
stantial change in the provision for colonels and lieutenant colonels 
in the Army and the Air Force, and captains and commanders in the 
Navy, in the subcommittee version, as compared with the original bill 
as you introduced it on January 10? 

Mr. Kirpay. I will ask Mr. Blandford to give the figures. 


> 
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Mr. BuianpForp, I will try to answer that very briefly because the 
answer is “Yes” in one respect, and “No” in another. 

The Army bill provided for 5 permanent colonels and 107 per- 
manent lieutenant colonels. There was no numerical limitation in the 
Air Force. 

The Air Force has an unusual—if I may use the word—provision 
of law that allows them to establish a separate promotion list and not 
be controlled by percentage limitations so long as there is a separate 
promotion list. 

So, they thought they were controlled by the Officer Personnel Act 
limitations, which allowed them to have 8 percent of all of their 
colonels on active duty in the Regular force as permanent colonels. 
which meant that the nurses would then be controlled by the overall 
limitation of 8 percent. 

That gave them a theoretical advantage over the Army for re- 
cruiting purposes, because they could have at some future date, con- 
ceivably have had, 40 permanent colonels in their Nurse Corps. 

Mr. Osmers. When you say overall, you mean overall in the Air 
Force? 

Mr. Bianprorp. Yes, sir, permanent, regulars. 

Mr. Osmers. Right. 

Mr. Buanprorp. The subcommittee, after very carefully considering 
the whole problem, decided that the only proper way to write this 
legislation was to impose the same numerical limitations, or to give 
the Air Force nurses the same limitations or the same number that 
were authorized for the Army. 

Now, with this legislation, an Air Force nurse will now know that 
5 nurses may aspire to the permanent grade of colonel and 107 may 
aspire to the permanent grade of lieutenant colonel, and there will be 
no limitation on the number who can attain the grade of major. 

Mr. Kirpay. Mr. Chairman 

The Cuarrman. A quorum being—— 

Mr. Kizpay. I want for the record to amend Mr. Blandford’s state- 
ment on my own responsibility, to the effect that the construction of the 
Air Force is what they claim to be the proper construction of the law. 

Mr. BuanprorD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Kitpay. With which I do not agree. 

Mr. Buanprorp. I was being kind, Mr. Kilday. 

Mr. Kitpay. They base it upon a provision of the Air Force Organi- 
zation Act. I was chairman of the subcommittee which wrote it, and 
if the language says that, it was never the intention of the committee 
that it say that or it be so construed. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Osmers. 

Mr. Osmers. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Blandford covered the Army and 
the Air Force. Did the subcommittee make any change in the pro- 
visions for captain and commanders in the Navy ? 

Mr. Bianprorp. We, for the first time, have authorized permanent 
grade captains and temporary grade captains among nurses in the 
Navy, and we have increased the limitation on the number of com- 
manders, so that they may have approximately the same numbers 
as the Army and the Air Force. 

Mr. Osmers. So, I think as Mr. Kilday mentioned, it was four 
captains 
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Mr. BLanprorp. Four captains, plus the Chief of Nurses, who has 
always been a captain but has never held the grade of captain. 

Mr. Osmers. So that will be a total of five ? 

Mr. Bianprorp. Yes, sir; so it will be the same as the Army and 
Air Force. 

Mr. Osmers. Then, 105 as commanders. 

Mr. Buanprorp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Osmers. I see. 

Thank you. 

The CHarrMANn. A quorum being present, without objection the bill 
will be reported as amended. 

Mr. Kilday will please report the bill and take such parliamentary 
steps necessary to obtain a rule and present it to the House at the 
earliest possible date. 

Mr. Rivers. Mr. Chairman, before you do that, the record ought to 
indicate that we have clarified the Air Force’s thinking on the con- 
struction of that Personnel Act. I believe we wrote an amendment to 
the bill. 

The Cuairman. All right. 

Any further reports to the committee from your subcommittee / 

Mr. Kitpay. That is all. 

The Cuatrman. I want to thank you on behalf of the committee for 
the prompt consideration you gave to this very important legislation. 

Now, before I call Subcommittee No. 3, our colleague from Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Philbin, I want to ask you to:try to expedite an inquiry 
in regard to that PX matter, so we can close that out at the very 
earliest. possible date. 

Mr. Puritan. All right. 

The Cuaimman. Now,a report from Subcommittee No. 3. 

Mr. Price. 

Mr. Price. Mr. Chairman, Subcommittee No. 3 held two meetings 
and recommends favorable consideration of several bills. 

The first of these is H. R. 1544, which would authorize the convey- 
ance of 7,000 acres 

The Cuarrman. No; 7 acres. 

Mr. Ketiener. 7.423 acres. 

Mr. Pricer. 7.423 acres to the trustees of the Acworth Methodist 
Church, Acworth, Ga. The church will pay fair value for the prop- 
erty. No objection is interposed by the Army which now has the 
property under its control nor by the Bureau of the Budget. 

The Cuairman. Now, without objection, the committee acts favor- 
ably on H. R. 1544, conveying 7.423 acres of land to the trustees of the 
Acworth Methodist Church, Acworth, Ga. 

Who introduced that bill? 

Mr. Kevttener. Mr, Lanham. 

Mr. Price. Of Georgia. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Price will report the bill and take such neces- 
sary steps to have it considered. 

Put it on the Consent Calendar. All these bills, now, except Mr, 
Kilday’s. bill, I think will be put on the Consent Calendar. 

Now, take up your next bill. 

Mr. Price. All right. 

The next bill is H. R. 3025, which would authorize the Navy to 
convey certain access rights which it has in streets at the Brooklyn 
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Navy Yard. In return for this conveyance, the Navy will have con- 
structed for it certain facilities which will aaa traffic conditions 
within the yard. All in all, the Navy is by far the gainer in this 
transaction, and will be very happy to have this conveyance. 

The Cuairman. Without objection, the bill will be reported and the 
author, Mr. Cole, which is a departmental bill, will present the bill 
to the House. 

Call your next one. 

Mr. Price. H. R. 4285. This bill would authorize the Navy to sell 
degaussing equipment to privately owned merchant ships of United 
States registry. This type equipment was installed on some 6,000 
ships during World War LI. 

It is highly desirable that this equipment be made available for 
merchant ships today since there are areas of the world which still 
entail danger from magnetic mines. 

About 500 United States merchant ships have this equipment aboard 
today but difficulty has been encountered in getting various component 
parts since they simply are not available ‘from normal commercial 
sources. 

The subcommittee amended the bill to require that the price to be 
paid by the private shipowners will be one which represents the cur- 
rent or estimated replacement cost to the Navy. This will insure that 
as the Navy continues to buy this equipment at varying, but probably 
rising cost, the charge will be shown in the amounts paid to the Navy. 

One further amendment was made to this bill to render clear that 
the monies collected may be used to reimburse the appropriation or 
fund which was used to purchase the equipment originally. 

The Cuatrman. This bill was presented on beh: lf of the committee 
by Mr. Lankford, a departmental bill. 

Without objection, the bill as amended will be acted favorably upon, 
and Mr. Lankford will report the bill. 

Mr. Price. H. R. 2797, This bill authorizes the Secretary of any 
military department to furnish stevedoring and terminal services at 
fair and reasonable rates to vessels carrying cargo and passenger's 

sponsored by the particular military department. Today, these serv 

ices are performed but existing law appears to require that advance 
deposits be made by the particular vessel. This is inconvenient, causes 
delays, and generally works to the disadvantage of both the Govern- 
ment and the shipowner. Actually, what the bill will do is place on 
a sound, legal, and fiscal basis an activity which is now carried on. 

The subcommittee amended the bill in two respects. On page 1, 
line 7, the general statement “not withstanding any other provision 
of law” was stricken and there was inserted in lieu thereof “notwith- 
standing section 3678 of the Revised Statutes.” This makes clear 
exactly what law now precludes the Navy from billing vessels after 
the services have been performed. 

The other amendment merely represents better drafting. It would 
strike the following language on page 2, lines one and two, “com- 
mercial steamship companies engaged in” and insert in lieu thereof 
the word “vessels.” 

The Cuamman. This is a departmental bill introduced by Mr. 
Doyle, and without objection, the bill will be favorably reported as 
amended 

Mr. Bates. Mr. Chairman, could I ask why—— 
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The CHatrMan. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Bares. Why the fund collected here will be reimbursed, or we 
will reimburse the appropriation rather than revert to the miscel- 
laneous receipts of the Treasury Department ? 

Mr. Price. Phil, will you answer that? [Laughter.] 

Mr. Kettener. Only that it is conventional under these circum- 
stances, Mr. Bates, to do that. One of our previous bills this morn- 
ing did exactly the same thing with respect to the degaussing equip- 
ment. ‘The Navy wishes to get this fund back and not be dissipated 
by the activity. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, on the theory that this belongs to 
the Navy who are selling it and they should not put it into miscel- 
laneous receipts, but should have it to repurchase along that same 

line. 

Mr. Ketriener. It is continuing activity, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. Without objection, the bill will be favorably re- 
ported as amended and Mr. Doyle will report the bill. 

Now, the next bill is H. R. 2781. 

Mr. Price. The last bill is H. R. 2781, which will authorize the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to transfer to the Secretary of the Interior admin- 
istrative jurisdiction over the San Diego aqueduct and over the con- 
tracts and other administrative matters involved in this aqueduct. 
Both barrels of the aqueduct have been occupied and they are now 
operated by the San Diego Water Authority, About the only func- 
tion the Secretary of the Interior will have will be to collect the an- 
nual payments from the water authority and deposit them in the 
Treasury. The President’s letter which initiated the original con- 
struction of the aqueduct contemplated that Interior would take over 
these administrative duties upon its completion. 

That completes the report. 

The Cuarrman. Are there any amendments to this bill ? 

Mr. Ketiever. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Without objection, the bill will be favorably re- 
ported. This is a departmental bill. It was introduced by Mr. Ben- 
nett, but in view of the fact that this relates to San Diego, Mr. Wilson 
will report the bill. 

Mr. Wirson. I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuatrmMan. He used to sit down here. I see you have been 
promoted. [Further laughter. ] 

Now, members of the committee, that is five bills that Subcommittee 
No. 3 has considered. 

I think each one of these bills is eligible for the consent calendar. 
I ask Mr. Smart to notify the members when the consent calendar is 
to be called so the members may be on the floor and take charge of it. 
And Mr. Price, who is acting as the chairman of Subcommittee No. 3, 
be on the floor and look after all these bills in connection with the 
aid and assistance of the members who are reporting them. 

Now the next matter is a report from Mr. Rivers’ Land Acquisition 
Committee. 

Mr. Rivers. Mr. Chairman, the Real Estate and Construction Sub- 
committee met on February 12 and considered 26 projects. All but 
two of them are recommended for approval. 

Mr. CuHatrMan. Go ahead, Mr. Rivers. 

Mr. Rivers. All but two of them are recommended for approval. 
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Very briefly the projects are as follows: Navy acquisition No. 193: 
43 acres for $150,000 at the naval air station, Glenview, Ill. ‘This land 
is needed for approach lighting and other safety considerations. 

No. 199: 600 acres for $216,000 at the naval air station, Mayport, 
Fla. This land is needed for a 2,000-foot runway extension and for 
safety purposes. 

No. 200: Renewal of a lease in Cleveland, Ohio, of the Navy Finance 
Center. The 249,000 square feet will cost $246,521 in annual rental. 

No. 189: This is for the acquisition of the Niland-Blythe Road in 
Imperial County, Calif. The cost is $660,000 and the committee will 
recall that Congressman Phillips appeared in support of this item 
in the public works bill last year. 

No. 182: This is for the acquisition of about 150,000 acres of pri- 
vately owned lands and various outstanding rights in the public 
domain at the Marine Corps Training Center, Twentynine Palms, 
Calif. The total cost is $600,000. 


NAVY DISPOSAL 


No. 97: This is for the leasing of two warehouses, naval supply 
depot, Ogden, Utah. Westinghouse Electric will lease this property 
at an annual rental of $93,000 plus $10,000 per year in obligated main- 
tenance. 

No. 92: This covers a lease to the General Electric Co. of the Navy 
gear plant in Lynn, Mass. The total obligation of the General Elec- 
tric Co. will be approximately $540,000. 

No. 65: This is for the disposal of the former Marine Corps air 
station, Eagle Mountain Lake, Tex. There is no military requirement 
for this field, and it appears that the State of Texas will wish to ac- 
quire it from GSA for National Guard purposes. 

Mr. Gavin. For what? 

Mr. Rivers. For Air National Guard purposes. 

No. 96: This involves a similar disposition of former North Perry 
Satellite Field, Broward County, Fla. Broward County now has the 
field and it will probably be continued to be used as an airport for 
that county. 

ARMY PROJECTS 


Army acquisition : 

No. 253: 7.3 acres at $62,500 for an Army Reserve Training Center 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

The subcommittee considered six Army leasehold renewals which I 
will not detail other than to give their numbers. They are project 
Nos. 247, 248, 249, 250, 251, and 252. 

I wouldn’t take up the committee’s time to say more about those 
items. 

The CHatrrman. Thank you very much, Mr. Rivers. 

Mr. Rivers. I haven’t finished. 

The Cuarmman. Excuse me. 

Mr. Rivers. Army disposal: 'There was one Army disposal, No. 77, 
which involves the declaration to GSA of the Eastman annex of the 
Army-Navy General Hospital, Hot Springs, Ark. There is no mili- 
tary requirement that this property be retained and its disposal will in 
no way interfere with the actual functioning of the hospital. 
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Civil defense: The subcommittee also recommends approval of one 
civil-defense lease renewal at Hampton, Iowa,.80,000 square feet at an 
annual rental of $35,234. 

Mr. Brooks. What is the number of that project? 

Mr. Rivers. A civil-defense project. 

Mr. Brooks. What is the number ? 

Mr. Rivers. What is the number, Phil ? 

Mr. Kettener. No. 33. 

Mr. Rivers. Put the numbers on each of them the next time. 

Mr. Kevcener. All right. 

Mr. Rivers. Three classified construction projects also were con- 
sidered by the subcommittee. No details with respect to these can be 
given in open session but they are designated as Air Force projects Nos. 
36 and 37 and the Navy project submitted by letter dated January 7, 
1957. Naturally, all of these projects are available for examination by 
any member who wishes to do so. 

The committee has received a letter dated February 13, 1957, from 

Assistant Secretary of the Navy Franke which notifies the committee 
of its intention to spend $26,000 to replace a water-treatment plant 
laboratory on Guam. This facility was destroyed in November 1956 
by an explosion of an unknown origin. Authority and funds for 
this already exist. 

Mr. Chairman, I move 

The Caarman. Any questions from memhers of the committee ? 

Mr. Gavin. I have a question. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Gavin. 

Mr. Gavin. Refer back to the acquisition of 150,000 acres. Where 
isthat? Can you tell us more about it ? 

The Cuarrman. In California. Here are the facts. I may make 
this statement. 

Mr. Norsiap. Twenty-Nine Palms. 

The Cratrman. I presided over the subcommittee and conducted 
the hearing, as Mr. Rivers asked me to serve that day, as he had some 
official business and would be away. 

Now at this base in California—what is the name of it? 

Mr. Ketiener. Twenty-Nine Palms, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Rivers. 'Twenty-Nine Palms. 

The Cratrman. Twenty-Nine Palms. They propose to have 
440,000 acres of public domain and, in addition, to acquire 156,000 
acres of ground. Some $16 million has already been’ spent on this 
project. “It was thoroughly gone into. It is absolutely essential to 
get the benefit of the expenditure to make this additional acquisition 
from private holders of 150,000 acres. 

Mr. Rivers. It might be pointed out, Mr. Chairman—— 

The CuatrmMan. I went into it very carefully. 

Mr. Rivers. That was discussed at length in the public-works bill. 
It is the Marine Corps Training Center. It firms out the whole 
acquisition. 

The CuatrmMan. Without objection 

Mr. Gavin. What is the attitude of the people out there about the 
acquisition of this 150,000 acres? Has there been any sentiment ex- 
pressed? Are they satisfied to have 

The Cuarrman. I am inclined to think they want to sell out. 
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“Mr. Gavin. Well, cuntanmy, the landowners may want to sell out, 
but how about the people? What is their attitude? You are taking 
150,000 acres and they have 440,000 at the present time. The people 
are getting rather tired of this land acquisition and disposal. They 
come in here and they acquire it. Then in another year or two it is 
not enough and they acquire more. And then they decide they want 
to make disposition of it and go someplace else. ‘T think it is about 
time that the committee give some attention to these tremendous land- 
holdings of the departments, the various departments of Government, 
and that we don’t pass on them. One hundred and fifty thousand 
acres is a lot of land. 

Mr. Wirson. Mr. Chairman, this is mostly desert property. It has 
no irrigation use. 

The Cuarrman. Without objection, the Chair is authorized to ad- 
vise the Departments that the Armed Services Committee interposes 
no objection to the acquisition and disposal. 

Mr. Gavin. Mr. Chairman, in the future I wonder if the counsel 
could submit to us, possibly a week in advance of the hearings, a list 
of these projects, so that we can carefuly analyze them. ‘AS it is 
now, we come in with a group of 10 or 15, and we don’t get a chance 
to digest the material or find out something about them. 

The Cnamman. Every member is advised and sent a copy of the 
information. 

Mr. Gavin. I fully realize that. But I say, when we are coming 
in with a group of them, like we are this morning—if each member 
of the committee would have it before the meeting occurs, then we 
would be able to review it and give us an opportunity to think the 
whole thing over. 

Mr. Rivers. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Cuarmman. Without objection, the matter is disposed of. 

Mr. Rivers. I want to say this: We sit an awful lot of hours on 
that committee. This thing is not dramatic. It is pretty dry stuff. 
We put an awful lot of hours into it. 

Mr. Gavin. I realize that. 

The Cuatrman. Members of the committee, that disposes of all 
business before the full committee. But Mr. Brooks’ subcommittee 
desires the members on his subcommittee, and the other members 
who desire to do so, to remain, as he wants to continue his hearing. 

Thank you for attending the full committee meeting this morning. 

(Whereupon, at 10:50 a. m., the committee adjourned to the call 
of the Chair.) 
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